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2017

ON A ROLL

SAME GAME, NEW NAME

Men’s basketball player Cornell
Johnston jersey will change to
reflect him officially changing his
name to Terrell Lewis.

Skaters can avoid the cold at a
new local longboarding and
skateboard shop.
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Workgroup
suggestions
stimulate
discussion
By Cassie Buchman
News Editor | @cjbuchman
Editor’s Note: This story looks at some of the
recommendations made in regards to academic programs during the vitalization project. Other
Workgroup’s recommendations and how they pertain to and affect the Eastern community will be
explored in future stories.
After being posted online, the final recommendations made by all the vitalization
project Workgroups will now have to be reviewed, according to Eastern President David Glassman.
Regarding academic programs, Workgroup
No. 7 recommended the bachelor’s degree in
adult and community education, the bachelor’s degree in Africana Studies, the bachelor’s degree in career and technical education,
the master’s degree in chemistry, the bachelor’s degree in philosophy, the pre-engineering program, and the master’s degree in special education be deleted or consolidated.
Glassman said even if the university were
to consolidate or eliminate some services or
academic departments, it does not necessarily
mean these employees will be laid off as the
classes could still be taught as a general education course or minor.
“It’s about how we would reconfigure it,”
he said, explaining that it was not so much
an “employment” issue as it was looking at
what the right programs the university has
for students are.
The administration is required to tell the
Board of Trustees if it is going to delete an
academic program.
When it comes to updating the board on
the recommendations, how much the administration tells them at the next meeting will
depend on how much they were able to review the recommendations.
Jonelle DePetro, chair of the philosophy
department, said a question that needs to be
answered is whether or not deleting an academic program will even end up saving the
university any money.
“(There are) ripple effects to deleting a
program,” DePetro said. “Is the amount of
money it would save significant enough to
make it desirable?”
Workgroup No. 7’s preliminary recommendation for the philosophy department,
which they submitted last semester, was the
same as their final recommendation, DePetro
said, and the fact that it had not changed was
“disappointing and surprising.”
“We thought there would be a better consequence,” she said after meeting with members of Workgroup No.7 before final recommendations were due.
DePetro said they had philosophy professor Grant Sterling as a departmental representative in the meeting to provide the group
with data about the cost of the program.
“We’re in the black, we’re not in the red,”
DePetro said. “The data we provided them
with at the second meeting showed that our
upper-level courses are also operating at a
profit.”
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Faculty Senate members Music professor, Stefan Eckert (left) and Economics professor Teshome Abebe (right) discuss the Workgroup’s recommendations for the vitalization project that were posted on the project’s webpage Monday.

Faculty Senate raises concerns
process the faculty was promised in this
Faculty Senate members open
matter turn into a fight for survival for some
react to the Workgroup’s programs through a “divide and conquer” type
process.
recommendations during Another problem with the Workgroup’s
findings was the criteria which they were to
Tuesday’s meeting
judge the academic programs by, Faculty Sen-

By Chrissy Miller
Administrative Reporter
In a special meeting to discuss the vitalization project, the Faculty Senate raised concerns
about what it called “inconsistent information”
in Workgroup No. 7’s final report.
During the meeting, members proposed a referendum asking faculty to vote on whether or
not they believe Workgroup No. 7’s report is an
accurate and trustworthy source of information
for Eastern President Glassman to base his decisions on.
They decided on this after the release of the
vitalization project reports on Monday.
It is difficult to figure out how to proceed in
an orderly fashion, Senate Chair Jemmie Robertson said.
Faculty Senate member Teshome Abebe said
it does not even seem like they read the responses and suggestions from the different departments. He said it was especially frustrating that
five formerly first-choice programs were relabeled as third-choice programs, without ever explaining why or what criteria determined this.
The shared governance policy is not working in
this instance, Abebe said.
“Both institutional planning and direction
are at cross purposes sometimes,” Abebe said.
Faculty Senate member Stefan Eckert
agreed and said the Workgroup reports still
had discrepancies throughout them that were
brought up as a concern when the drafts were
originally released.
“It leaves me flabbergasted,” Eckert said.
“This report seems to say, ‘this program is essential, let’s cut it.’”
Eckert said he was also upset to see the

ate member Ellen Corrigan said. Whether or
not something is central to the mission is not a
good criterion because through the mission all
academics are central she said.
Faculty Senator Charles Wharram also expressed concern about the fact that department reports did not seem to have been read
by Workgroup No. 7.
“Notes made are in red and are few and far
in between,” Wharram said. “They are generally verbatim taken from the drafts. We don’t
know if our reports were even read or not and
that is disheartening. No one is aware if their
program is being considered for deletion.”
He said this is especially concerning because the deadline for terminating faculty and
programs through a meeting with the deletion

got it wrong by every standard. Part of the
problem is it’s hard to see what the recommendations are supposed to mean.”
Sterling said that as far as the philosophy
department was concerned, one member of
Workgroup No. 7 seemed to recommend getting rid of the department completely, while
another recommended merging the department with the history department, and a third
member recommended leaving the department
as it is.
Faculty Senate member Billy Hung said
that the university should look at the situation that went on in Wisconsin universities
and Western Illinois University as a canary in
the mine of sorts. In both situations major academic programs were eliminated along with
professors without much if any revenue increase. Although, he said, it goes much further
than money.
“Financial strain becomes a pretext to eliminating the academic freedom at universities,”
Hung said. “Putting certain professors and departments under the heat lamp prevents them

This report seems to say,’this program is essential, let’s cut it.’
Stefan Eckert, music professor
committee is January 20.
However, revisions can be made without
faculty termination until March 15.
Faculty Senate member Grant Sterling said
that with the deadline coming up so quickly,
it is unfair to expect any department that may
be receiving such important news to form and
present an appropriate response and defense to
the committee.
“This is not an intelligent response to the
question, ‘What can we do to save money?’”
Sterling said. “The recommendations don’t
bear any source of logical reaction to losing
money, like the suggestions to cut the philosophy and pre-engineering departments. They

from teaching more controversial classes to
keep their department open.”
Provost Blair Lord said all the reports filed
by the faculty were given to the Workgroups;
however, he could not confirm whether or not
the Workgroups reviewed all the reports before making their reports public.
“Much of this is imposed on us and the situation we’re operating under is simply ghastly,” Lord said. “I don’t think anyone is doing
the devil’s work here, and that’s what makes
it so hard.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-2812 or
clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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CHICAGO (AP) — In his parting message to the nation, President Barack Obama is declaring
his continued faith in the ability of all Americans to bring about
powerful national change, despite
the trials of the last eight years
that so often stood between him
and his goals.
Obama, standing before thousands in his hometown, Chicago,
planned to reflect on his origins as
a community organizer who witnessed “the quiet dignity of working people in the face of struggle and loss.” He argues change is
only possible “when ordinary people get involved” and join forces
to demand progress.
“After eight years as your president, I still believe that,” Obama
says in excerpts of his speech released in advance by the White
House. “And it’s not just my belief. It’s the beating heart of our
American idea — our bold experiment in self-government.”

Now an elder statesman, Obama
returned to the city that launched
his unlikely political career to
bring his eight years as president
to a close. His speech at Chicago’s
McCormick Place will be his last
chance to try to define what his
presidency meant for America.
It’s a fitting bookend to what he
started in Chicago. It was here in
2008 that the nation’s first black
president declared victor y, and
where over the years he tried to
cultivate his brand of optimism in
American politics.
In his speech, Obama planned
to invoke the Declaration of Independence’s teachings about equality and unalienable rights, and its
challenge to Americans to take it
upon themselves to defend those
rights and improve America’s democracy.
“This is the great gift our
Fo u n d e r s g a v e u s ,” O b a m a
p l a n n e d t o s a y. “ T h e f re e d o m
to chase our individual dreams

through our sweat, toil, and imagination — and the imperative to
strive together as well, to achieve a
greater good.”
Obama has said he’s leaving
his eight years in office still confident that the democratic system
responds when dedicated citizens
make their voices heard. The system did respond, in November, to
Americans who by and large rejected Obama’s policies by electing Republican Donald Trump.
Obama and Democrats had
warned against a Trump presidency in apocalyptic terms. So
now Obama’s daunting task —
the closing act of his political career — is to explain how his vision of America remains relevant
and achievable for Democrats in
the Trump era.
No s t r a n g e r t o h i g h - s t a k e s
speeches, Obama rose to national prominence on the power of his
oratory. But this speech is different, White House officials said.

Charleston church shooter sentenced to death
CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — An
unrepentant Dylann Roof was sentenced to death Tuesday for fatally
shooting nine black church members
during a Bible study session, becoming
the first person ordered executed for a
federal hate crime.
A jury deliberated for about three
hours before returning with the decision, capping a trial in which the
22-year-old avowed white supremacist
did not fight for his life or show any remorse. He served as his own attorney
during sentencing and never asked for
forgiveness or mercy or explained the
massacre.
Hours earlier, Roof threw away one
last chance to plead for his life, telling
jurors, "I still feel like I had to do it."
The slain included the Rev. Clementa Pinckney, the church pastor and
a state senator, as well as other pillars
of the community: a high school track
coach, the church sexton, a librarian
and an aspiring poet. They all shared
deep devotion to the church, known as
Mother Emanuel, and passed that faith
along to their families, many of whom

offered Roof forgiveness when he appeared in court just days after the attack.
As Roof spoke Tuesday for about
five minutes, every juror looked directly at him. A few nodded as he reminded
them that they said during jury selection they could fairly weigh the factors
of his case. Only one of them, he noted,
had to disagree to spare him from a lethal injection.
"I have the right to ask you to give
me a life sentence, but I'm not sure
what good it would do anyway," he
said.
When the verdict was read, he stood
stoic. Several family members of victims
wiped away quiet tears.
Roof told FBI agents when they arrested him after the June 17, 2015, slayings that he wanted the shootings to
bring back segregation or perhaps start
a race war. Instead, the slayings had a
unifying effect, as South Carolina removed the Confederate flag from its
Statehouse for the first time in more
than 50 years. Other states followed
suit, taking down Confederate banners

and monuments. Roof had posed with
the flag in photos.
Malcolm Graham, whose sister Cynthia Hurd was slain, said the jury made
the right decision.
"There is no room in America's
smallest jail cell for hatred, racism and
discrimination," he said from his home
in Charlotte, North Carolina. "The
journey for me and my family today has
come to an end."
One of Hurd's other brothers, Melvin Graham, said the jury's decision
"was a very hollow victory" because his
sister is still gone.
"He decided the day, the hour and
minute my sister was going to die. Now
someone is going to do it for him," he
said.
Roof specifically selected Emanuel
AME Church, the South's oldest black
church, to carry out the cold, calculated slaughter, Assistant U.S. Attorney Jay
Richardson said.
The 12 people he targeted opened
the door for a stranger with a smile, he
said. Three people survived the attack.
The jury convicted Roof last month
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Determined not to simply recite
a history of the last eight years,
Obama directed his team to craft
an address that would feel “bigger than politics” and speak to all
Americans — including those who
voted for Trump.
Ahead of his speech, Obama
acknowledged that the chaos of
Washington makes it easy to lose
sight of the role American citizens play in democracy. He said
that while he leaves office with his
work unfinished, he believes his
administration made the U.S. “a
stronger place for the generations
that will follow ours.”
In h i s h o m e t ow n o f C h i c a go, the prospect of witnessing
Obama’s last presidential address
brought thousands out in singledigit temperatures over the weekend in hopes of securing tickets. They showed up well before
sunrise and waited in lines that
stretched for blocks.

it’s more than paper
dailyeasternnews.com

of all 33 federal charges he faced, including hate crimes. He never explained
his actions to jurors, saying only that
"anyone who hates anything in their
mind has a good reason for it."w
Roof insisted that he was not mentally ill and did not call any witnesses or
present any evidence.
His attorneys said he did not want to
present any evidence that might embarrass him or his family.
After he was sentenced, Roof asked
a judge to appoint him new attorneys,
but the judge said he was not inclined
to do so because they had performed
"admirably."
"We are sorry that, despite our best
efforts, the legal proceedings have shed
so little light on the reasons for this
tragedy," the attorneys said in a veiled
reference to the mental health issues
they wanted to present.
A judge will formally sentence him
during a hearing Wednesday. Roof also
faces a death penalty trial in state court.
The last person sent to federal death
row was Boston Marathon bomber
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev in 2015.
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Skate shop supports local students
Liz Stephens
City Reporter| @DEN_News
While the weather may be freezing,
one group will not be ice skating this
season.
Local skateboarders no longer have
to worry about frostbite, or any other
weather related injuries, as they carry
out their hobby, thanks to a new hang
out in Charleston.
Board of Education Skate Shop, located on The Square, made its debut
during the “Christmas in the Heart of
Charleston” festival Dec. 3, 2016.
The recently opened business has a
mini ramp, box and two exit ramps on
which skaters can perform tricks after
paying a $5 entry fee.
Luke Owen, a longtime skater from

Mattoon who built all of the shop’s
ramps, said he is stoked to have a
weather-resistant place where he and his
friends can skateboard and meet other
people who share their passion so close
to home.
“Before Board of Education, people
like me and my buddies had to go super
far out of our way to hang out at a place
like this,” Owen said.
Owen said he would commute to
an indoor skate place in St. Louis, but
it was difficult to convince most of his
local friends to travel that far to skateboard for a few hours.
“Now I can call up basically any of
my buddies, and if they’re not busy,
they’ll be on their way in seconds,”
Owen said.
Business owner Terence Tarver said

skateboarding often has a bad face and
he wants to change that.
Tarver moved here from North Carolina, where he skated for about 34
years at Deville Skate Shop there and
learned how to skate by watching other people.
“I started out riding BMX when I
was about seven years old,” he said.
Tarver opened the business to expose
people to the lifestyle of skating.
He works one-on-one with the children and adults who come to the shop
and said that he has more personal connections with the individuals who skate
in his shop.
Tarver added the hardest part of
owning the shop is finding a balance
between lifestyle and business because
there are students who come to skate

and can’t afford to pay him.
The business receives a lot of support
from local kids, and often kids spend
anywhere up to five hours skateboarding in his shop.
“I’ve never turned a kid away over
money,” he said.
Tarver cooks at Buffalo Wild Wings
to pay for the shop and hopes to expand the business in many ways.
Tarver is looking for a graffiti artist
to design art for skateboards and for the
clothing line he hopes to start.
Tarver and the skaters at his shop are
working on building a skate team to
take into schools to do promotions and
introduce skating to schools.
He is providing academic discounts
to students for having good grades.
The business also has skate supplies

such as shoes, skateboard decks, trucks
and wheels for people to purchase.
Board of Education Skate Shop is
hoping to implement a tutoring program next spring or summer where if
a student brings up their GPA and has
proof by report cards or transcripts,
they will receive a free skateboard.
The business also wants to implement a summer camp for children
where kids can skate and personalize
their own skateboards.
*Molly Dotson contributed to this
article.
Liz Stephens can be
reached at 581-2812
or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.
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Board of Education skate shop owner, Terence Tarver, watches as Eli Goben, 11, of Charleston practices Tuesday
afternoon. For $5, anyone can skate at Board of Education. The shop also has skateboard decks, wheels and other
supplies and clothing available for purchase.
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Grady Bosler, 11, of Charleston works on his tricks inside the Board of Education skateshop Tuesday afternoon. Bosler said he has been coming to
the shop for the past few weeks and hopes to one day compete in tournaments and become a member of the BOA skate team.
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Weather or Not...

Juan Nevarez

Tragedies in
Aleppo are
indicative of
our apathy
On an article published by Vice News on Dec.
12th, 2016, the situation in Aleppo is escalating
as Syrian government forces begin to advance on
the last rebellion territory. The people that still
inhabit this area began to post their final goodbyes online and to message their family members that this might be the end for them as the
increase in danger around the area rises from airstrikes coming from Bashar al- Assad.
The messages displayed from a photographer’s
Facebook postread “I am waiting to die or be
captured by the Assad regime. Pray for me and
always remember us.”
Messages like this should speak volumes to
the rest of the world to provide some form of intervention into this foreign matter. It is currently estimated that more than 10,000 have left the
area of Aleppo within a 24 hour period alone, as
mentioned in the Wall Street Journal.
From further reports from The Guardian in
an article published on Dec. 13th, 2016, the civilians in Aleppo are in grave danger, the reports
are that the people are being slaughtered. Reports coming out of the city state that children
are unaccompanied and trapped inside buildings. Reports have come out of UNICEF stating
that they “urge all parties to conflict to allow the
safe and immediate evacuation of all children.”
The numbers of civilian casualties are rising.
So far the death count lists at least 84 total civilian death. People are being shot in their homes
and are trying to flee the city.
The Turkish foreign ministry made claims
that they were angry and filled with horror from
the reports on the slaughter of civilians, which
they consider a violation of international law
agreements. Foreign minister Mevlut Cavusoglu stated in a report to Russia that there needs to
be some sort of ceasefire established.
The rest of the world stands and watches silently as innocent civilians are being slaughtered,
but certain individuals like to claim they understand the whole situation from their ignorant
comments over social media. I think it is hypocritical to somehow consider yourself an Evangelical and still blindly ignore the fact that some
form of assistance is needed in these situations.
The change the world can do to aid and create protections for the civilians is to implement
ceasefires and allow civilians to flee these cities.
There needs to be more aid given to for groups
like the Red Cross, Doctors Without Borders
and UN aid convoys.
We can avoid military intervention if the
right sources are funded and supported with
strong backing. These are meaningful steps to
assist and eventually will channel back into the
civilians.
It is ridiculous that when the Twin Towers
fell and when Paris got bombed the entire world
held hand in hand in resilience, and support,
but today the world sits idly by as we watch
these events in Aleppo with not a single care of
showing support, or backing.
Juan Nevarez is a senior psychology major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or
nnevarez@eiu.edu
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Staff Editorial

Vitalization project results still important
After a long semester, with everyone nervously anticipating the results of the vitalization project,
Workgroups have finally posted their recommendations online for the campus to see.
While the last thing the News staff wants to do is
spread fear, as journalists we also have the responsibility to inform people. Ignoring unpleasant truths
in the recommendations will not make them go
away. Yes, the changes on the horizon are scary and
can make the faculty, staff and students unsure of
the future.That is why it is so imperative everyone
has their say and lets those who need to hear what
they think of these changes.
If there is a recommendation you do not like,
do not take it out on the Workgroup members.
Use your voice to let the administration, who make
the final decisions, hear you. It is university officials
who will end up having the say in the long run, who
will decide what to implement when and wheth-

er or not there will be further implementations not
originally recommended by the Workgroups. Send
emails and letters, but most importantly let the people in charge know what you like and do not like
about these recommendations.
Do not hold back with how you feel about these
changes. If something is happening to your program, service or department that you think might
be detrimental or harm people in the long run,
speak up. Now is not the time to be coy or fearful.
Workgroup no. 1 through no. 6’s jobs may be
done, but that does not let the campus off the hook.
It is up to everyone who cares about this campus
and the community of people who live and work
here to make sure the things they love about this
university are protected.
Perhaps most importantly, keep the administration accountable. They claim that the changes will
be done in a contractually viable way; make sure

that actually happens. There are rules they have to
follow and procedures that must be done. Make
sure it happens openly and transparently.
These are, for now, only recommendations.
Nothing has been set in stone yet. However, these
recommendations still hold weight for all areas of
the campus.
It is imperative everyone looks at these recommendations and takes them seriously. Even if you
have not been to any Workgroup meetings or have
not been following the coverage of it, even if this is
the first time you see the words “vitalization project,” you need to read the Workgroup’s report. These
recommendations could mean real changes in the
coming months and years. They could change the
face of Eastern as we know it.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Philosophy department vital to university

The recommendations from the vitalization project have recently been made available on Eastern’s
website, and as soon as I learned they were public, I
immediately logged in and looked for their recommendations on the philosophy department.
As a philosophy major myself, I have a passion
for the subject and a valuable relationship with the
philosophy faculty at Eastern. But I know that philosophy tends to be seen as useless, even by other
academics, and that the philosophy department at
Eastern is small. I feared months ago that it was in
danger.
While the recommendations do not determine
the future of philosophy at Eastern, they were not
very encouraging. Several commenters claimed philosophy is not sustainable as a major. Others suggested that the department be eliminated and
merged with another department, such as history.
But in my opinion, it would be unwise for Eastern to eliminate philosophy as a major because it
represents many of the best qualities of the university. Universities are not simply technical schools, designed only to prepare students for employment.
There is nothing wrong with teaching specific skills,
but universities recognize, or should recognize, that
they also serve an important place in shaping responsible citizens and influencing cultural discourse.
No discipline serves this function of the university better than philosophy. At its core, philosophy is
about sincerely seeking answers to the most important questions humanity faces. How do we know
right from wrong? How can we reliably tell the difference between truth and falsehood? Do our lives
have any meaning?

Leon Mire
Philosophy also tackles more specific questions,
engaging with every other academic discipline. Does
God exist? Should animals have rights? How much
can we learn about our society by studying history?
Is abortion morally justified? What, if any, are the
boundaries of scientific knowledge? Why is education important?
People already ask these kinds of questions naturally, even if they have never heard of philosophy–
in a sense, philosophy is inescapable. But becoming
a responsible citizen requires grappling with these
questions honestly and thoughtfully, which is what
philosophy teaches students to do.
As a result, philosophy strongly encourages critical thinking. Students are required to think critically about their most basic values and unquestioned
beliefs. They learn about the many different ways
to approach a complex (or apparently simple) question. Philosophy teaches students how to think, not
what to think.
Philosophy not only fosters critical thinking

skills, which should be central to any university’s
mission, but it also develops students’ reading and
writing skills. It is no accident that philosophy majors consistently score highest on GRE and LSAT
tests.
The rigorous reading, writing and thinking required by philosophy courses are valuable in nearly every profession. While it is true that philosophy
teachers are not in high demand, philosophy majors employ those skills in law, business, communications and many other professions.
My experience has been that Eastern is especially
well-suited to the task of teaching philosophy, since
the school focuses on small class size and quality instruction by faculty. Philosophy is much less compelling in large lecture halls taught by teacher’s assistants. It flourishes in the kind of environment Eastern can provide.
Though the department is small, it still provides
a valuable service to the university. Even the Workgroup recommendations acknowledge that the department operates at a profit when general education classes are included. A small profit is still a profit.
I know I would not have attended Eastern if philosophy were not offered as a major, and it is likely
that there are other students who will discover their
love of philosophy while they are here. Why, then,
should Eastern close that opportunity to future students?
Leon Mire is a senior philosophy and English
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or
lkmire@eiu.edu.
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Douglas Brandt, the coordinator of the pre-engineering program; Kathlene Shank, the chair of the
special education department; and James OchwaEchel, chair of the Africana Studies department, declined to comment.
Rebecca Peebles, chair of the chemistry department, said she was not willing to comment on the
situation on Tuesday and Stephen Lucas, department chair and program adviser for adult and community education was not available on Tuesday.
A phone call left for Jerry Cloward, program coordinator for career and technical education, was
not returned.
DePetro said she does not know whether the
philosophy department is recommended for deletion or consolidation.
“I can’t imagine people don’t think we’re a highquality program and central to the mission of the
university so that’s what makes this final recommendation from the committee disappointing and
surprising,” DePetro said. “But I hope that the academic leadership will recognize the consequences
of deleting or consolidating us would not maximize
the general good here.”
Glassman said being recommended to be eliminated or consolidated does not mean a discipline is
not important.
“That’s why many of these disciplines would
continue to teach even if they weren’t going to have
a major,” he said.
In regards to consolidation, Glassman said it is
“not uncommon” for programs across the country

to combine disciplines.
However, DePetro said consolidation would be
difficult for the philosophy department, because
the program is integrated in so many different places across many different colleges and because of the
amount of work the chair already has to do.
“Chairs are busy, hardworking people,” DePetro
said. “I can’t imagine them taking on another program if it’s just consolidation they’re talking about.
It takes a lot to run a program.”
Looking at the number of majors, the program
is small, she added. However, DePetro said it is
growing and graduates are successful.
“You cannot consider a university a robust center of learning if there’s no philosophy department,”
DePetro said, adding it would be hard to see a university go without the philosophy department or
the other ones recommended for deletion, such as
the Africana Studies program.
All of the Workgroup’s recommendations will
remain suggestions until the administration potentially decides to implement them.
In the report on the final recommendations,
Glassman said the administration will also consider
implementing more actions not already included in
the Workgroup’s recommendations.
If there was an administration decision to do
this, it would be a consideration shared with the
university and feedback would be asked for, he said.
The administration would then decide whether
or not to implement a new decision based on this
information.

Glassman said administrators have seen the recommendations individually but they have not
come together to discuss them. Now that the new
semester has arrived, he said these discussions will
take place on an ongoing basis.
The first step will be for the administration
to decide which of the recommended programs
should be considered for elimination or consolidation.
“Could be one, could be none, could be all of
them,” Glassman said.
He said if the administration decides to consider eliminating some programs but not others, they
will only meet with ones being considered for deletion.
Workgroup No. 7 Chair Cindy Rich said even
if a program is deleted, it is possible interest in it
could build and the program could possibly come
back.
“This isn’t forever,” she said. “Our curriculum is
a living creature.”
DePetro said the process should not be hurried.
Because of issues such as lowering enrollment,
lower state appropriations for universities across
the country and other factors, the university cannot
just keep adding classes, Glassman said.
DePetro acknowledged low enrollment is a
problem but said it is not anyone’s fault.
Workgroup No. 1 through No. 7 will no longer
change anything in the reports.
Rich said the group’s role is done.
“Whoever makes decisions and does things

moving forward, if they want to do it they can,”
she said.
Some Workgroup recommendations have already been implemented over holiday break, such
as the addition of staff to the Office of International Students and Scholars, improving facilities and
addressing infrastructural issues in Coleman Hall,
furthering the use of the Literacy in Financial Education Center and improving the university’s marketing strategies.
The implementations were able to take place already even among a budget stalemate because the
university “continues to manage (its) budget very
efficiently,” Glassman said.
When it came to bringing back another staff
person for the Office of International Students, it
was someone who had previously been laid off, not
a new position. To improve the university’s marketing strategies, the university created request for proposals for an outside agency to provide information
on how they could help with marketing and advertising.
“We are weighing all the recommendations very
heavily,” Glassman said, but at the same time, the
administration and he have to make sure any recommendation implemented is beneficial for the future of the university.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 581-2812 or
cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

SACIS helps trafficking victims year-round
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
January is Human Trafficking Awareness
month in the United States with Wednesday being a whole day dedicated to awareness.
However, Sexual Assault Counseling and Information Service in Charleston brings attention
to this topic year-round.
SACIS opened in 1977 with the main goal
being to provide free, confidential counseling
and advocacy to survivors of sexual assault.
This year, because of a lack of funding, Feder said the organization will post on the SACIS Facebook page. Since the school year is just
starting up, she said it is difficult to plan specific
events at high schools and at Eastern.
Although no events are taking place in January, Feder said SACIS is brainstorming ideas to
take place in the spring. Showing a documentary on sex trafficking is listed as an option, she
said, since it is the number one form of traffick-

ing. A Q&A panel will be paired with the documentary.
Amanda Feder, preventionist and the organization’s director of education, said SACIS is victim-centered and their clients’ overall well-being
is the top priority.
Feder learned about human trafficking in
2003, when a representative from World Vision,
a Christian humanitarian organization, visited
her church in a suburb around Northwest Chicago. She and the other members of her church
group watched a documentary about sex trafficking in India, which piqued her interest in
trafficking awareness.
When Feder looked up jobs to help victims of
trafficking, she said she found houses for them
right in her area, making her realize trafficking is
not just a foreign concept.
She said this helped her decide to get a Master’s degree in communications studies with a
concentration in public advocacy rhetoric.
Through education and awareness, Feder said
SACIS can prevent, to a degree, potential people

from becoming trafficked.
Feder said since most victims are runaway or
homeless teenagers, SACIS makes sure to teach
students about social media and Internet safety
as well as discuss signs of abuse, assault and trafficking.
The number of human trafficking victims is
lower than assault victims because a lot of people do not know how to detect the difference between prostitution and trafficking, Feder said.
According to the National Human Trafficking
Hotline, Illinois had 153 reported cases of trafficking reported in 2016 with 119 of the cases
being sex trafficking.
Online sites like Craigslist and Backpage are
hubs for human trafficking, Feder said. A lot of
“pimps” use code words when advertising.
However, on Tuesday Backpage shut down
the adult advertisements section in the United
States after pressure from the government.
Feder said many people think trafficking is
just like the movie “Taken,” but it can happen
to anyone at any time and happens all across the

United States, as well as globally. She said men
pose as a boyfriend to lure vulnerable targets
into trafficking and use tactics such as manipulation to get victims to cooperate.
In both sexual assault cases and sex trafficking, Feder said it is never the victim’s fault.
SACIS and Eastern teamed up in 2011 to
have sexual slavery survivor Chong Kim come
speak to students and the community during
“Take Back the Night,” a national event to end
sexual and domestic violence.
Feder said Kim was lured in by a man posing as her boyfriend and later trafficked in Las
Vegas.
“One thing I can say is that (trafficking) can
happen to anybody,” Feder said. “It can happen
in any situation, and that is the most serious and
alarming thing.”
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 581-2812 or
kdnolen@eiu.edu
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CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
Pepsi MidAmerica is hiring for sales,
management and part time merchandisers. To apply call (217) 3423401 or apply at pepsimidamerica.
com
________________________ 1/13

For rent
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4
bedroom house near campus great
location, Village Rentals
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 1/20
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse
call 24 hours for details
(217) 549-2668
________________________ 1/25
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620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
Students in Andrews Hall play with a dog For
a named
Finn Tuesday
Finn belongs to Paige Roberts, Campus Adviser at Wesley Foundation. Roberts
Information
Call: afternoon.
1-800-972-3550
has brought Finn to Andrews Hall every
from
2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
to allow
to socialize with the students and has done this for three years.
ForTuesday
Release
Wednesday,
January
11,Finn
2017

Crossword
ACROSS
1 One of two in
“Hamilton”
4 Back end of a
horse
8 Form an
impression of
13 Question asked
with an open
mouth
14 Border with
many posts
15 Some are
restricted
16 *Expense
independent of
production
18 Hoops
19 Pop open, as a
bottle
20 Does something
naughty
22 Bird on Canada’s
$1 coin
23 *How Clayton
Kershaw pitches
28 “Frankenstein”
author

30 ___ Duncan,
Obama education
secretary
31 Org. that
investigated Al
Capone
34 Munch Museum’s
city
35 Disposed (to)
36 *One of a dozen
for a sweetheart
38 *Decathlon event
40 Surrounding
41 Phobia
42 Girl in the fam
43 Things that may
be locked or
sealed
44 High-end British
sports car
47 *Something to
make up
49 Fried ___
(Southern dish)
53 Designated dwarf
planet since
2006
54 A.P. Latin reading
56 Trickery
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58 Like either word
in the answers to
the five starred
clues
61 Disjointed
62 Essayist’s
starting point
63 “Sure do”
64 Final authority
65 Adirondack chair
part
66 Certain female
soldier
DOWN
1 Like an epic fail
2 Slacks material
3 Mexican tourist
city known for its
silver
4 Impulsive
5 “___ momento”
6 Hosts
7 Diminutive,
fashionwise
8 Obese “Star
Wars” character
9 Some street
scenes
10 Spy
communication
spots
11 Square dance
party?
12 Subj. for many
green card
seekers
14 Only four-term
prez
17 Many, many
years
21 Unlikely to ask
someone out
24 Vogue competitor
25 ___ Rida (“My
House” rapper)
26 Jaded feeling
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No. 1207

14

16

Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 persons needed for 1837 11th Street.
Close to campus. $300 per person.
Will negotiate price. Garbage included, snow removal. No money
down at signing. Very nice 5 bedroom 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, detached garage for smokers, pet deposit required. Call or text
(217) 728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
Close to campus. Nice, clean apartments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting
at $250 a bedroom. For spring semester 2017, fall semester 2017. No
pets. Fully furnished except beds.
Off-street parking and laundry onsite. Some restrictions do apply.
Call or text (314) 334-3994.
_________________________ 5/2
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PUZZLE BY DAVID STEINBERG

27 Specifics, slangily 39 Working diligently
29 “I don’t give a
41 Bug that thrives
___”
in the winter
44 “I pity the fool”
31 Bluff-busting
speaker
words
45 Takes over
32 Florida senator
Marco
46 Zip
33 Blows the whistle 48 Zip
35 Dermatologist’s
50 Mombasa is its
concern
second-largest
city
37 Cattle thieves
51
Up
38 Actor Penn of
“Milk”
52 Skilled

55 Besides others:
Abbr.
56 Used to be
57 Sam Adams
Rebel ___

Avoid the clutter,
read the DEN online!

www.dennews.com

59 I.S.P. whose logo
contains a period
60 Eponymous
Belgian tourist
locale

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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Getting to know Patrick Wood
By Tyler McCluskey
Assistant Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
A five to six hour car ride from
the town of Ionia, Michigan to
Charleston, junior swimmer Patrick Wood has gotten used to seeing the cornfields of Illinois.
Ionia, Wood’s hometown, is a
city of over 11,000 and sits between the cities of Lansing and
Grand Rapids. Lansing is the site
of Michigan State University, but
Wood said that he spends more of
his time in Grand Rapids.
“Downtown Grand Rapids is really nice and it’s a growing city,”
Wood said. “Colleges like Grand
Valley State (are) kind of up and
coming. Lansing has MSU and everything but I spend most of my
time in Grand Rapids.”
Wood said that the drive in the
drive to Eastern, the drive through
Michigan is not that bad, but once
he passes Chicago, Wood said that
Illinois is not that entertaining.
Wood said that he once visited
Chicago on an eighth-grade trip.
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Junior Patrick Wood swims the butterfly 100-yard butterfly against Evansville Nov. 11 at Padovan Pool.

Wood said that he could not remember everything he did but he
said that they went to the top of
the Willis Tower and also went to
the Cheesecake Factory.
Coming here, Wood said that
all there is Eastern and Champaign.
“ Where I’m from I feel like

there more, yes there are smaller
towns but there are a lot of more
like it is not just nothing, there
a re t h i n g s e ve r y w h e re ,” Wo o d
said. “There’s more civilization I
would say than down here.”
Wood reflected on his freshman
year and the transitions he had
to go through. Just like any oth-

er student that comes from their
home, Wood had to be independent and rely on getting used to
doing everything on his own.
“The hardest part for me is being farther away from home and
getting used to doing everything
on my own,” Wood said. “Not
only just in swimming, but having

7

to do your own laundry and just
everything on your own.”
In t h e s w i m m i n g t r a n s i t i o n
from Ionia High School where he
set records in the 200-yard individual medley, 100-yard butterfly,
and 200-yard freestyle, the hardest
part for Wood was the expectation
of being a student athlete.
“ Yo u’re e x p e c t e d a l o t m o re
from you being a Division I athlete instead of a high school swimmer,” Wood said. “So harder practices, more hours in the pool, just
a higher standard to the public as
well.”
Wood said that in swimming,
he tries to keep improving every year, and with the upcoming
Summit League Championships,
he wants to try and score as many
points as he can for the team and
move up and get better times.
Wood placed 13th in the 200-butterfly and had four season-best
time at the meet last year.

Tyler McCluskey can be
reached at 581-2812
or trmccluskey@eiu.edu.

Lennox named OVC player of week
By JJ Bullock
Women’s basketball reporter
After turning in a week where she
broke her own scoring record in backto-back games, dropping 26 against
Morehead State and then 35 versus
Eastern Kentucky, Eastern guard
Grace Lennox was named the Ohio
Valley Conference player of the week.
What sparked the high-point totals
for Lennox was a fairly simple reason,
she said.
“As obvious as it sounds, I believe
the difference was just that my shots
were falling which gave me the
confidence to keep shooting the ball,”
Lennox said. “Then, since I became
such a scoring threat it opened up the
game much more for me and enabled
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Grace Lennox was named OVC player of the week for her scoring performances over
the last few games. She scored 26 and 35 points in her last two games, respectively.

me to also find my open teammates.”
The two high-scoring performances
by Lennox capped off a 10-game
streak, where she averaged 17 points
per game, 4.9 assists, all while playing
an average of 39 minutes per game.
Lennox is also currently fifth in the
OVC in points per game (15.1), leads
the conference in minutes per contest
(37.8), and is ranked fifth in assists
per game (4.5) and fourth in steals
(1.9).
With all of her offensive success,
Lennox has become coach Debbie
Black’s marquee scorer and go to
player for most possessions.
However, the scoring run by
Lennox had little to do with an extra
workload request from Black.
“Not anymore than she had been,”

Lennox said. “I if I wasn’t making
them, I doubt I would have taken the
amount I did. But since they were
falling, my shot attempts increased.”
The high scoring should not be seen
a sign of selfishness from Lennox, her
focus on the court revolves around
winning, and the scoring just comes
with that.
“At the end of the day, my goal
is to win the game and I will do
whatever it takes to try and get that
done,” Lennox said. “If that means I
need to score, then I will do my best
to. If that means I need to get my
teammates open for them to score,
that’s what I will do.”
JJ Bullock can be reached
at 581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
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Lil’ T
changes
name to
Terrell Lewis
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Eastern men’s basketball’s point
guard formally known as Cornell
Johnston underwent a legal name
change and will now go by Terrell
Lewis.
“T’s” name change to Lewis is effective immediately and he will be
known as Lewis across the NCAA,
in all Eastern publications and on the
court.
Lewis has
played the
first 16 games
as Johnston.
He could not
be reached for
comment at
this time.
This season has been
slightly different so far for the point guard as he
has been able to have some minutes
to rest during games. In previous seasons, he has played nearly every minute of every game.
Lewis averaged 37.7 minutes per
game in the 2015-2016 season and
is averaging 31.7 minutes this season.
Even with playing six minutes less this
season, he is averaging just as many
points as he did last year with 11.4
per game.
His assists per game average have
gone down slightly since last year, averaging 4.8 per game, he is second on
the Eastern all-time assist list.
Fans can get their first look at “T”
as Lewis Thursday against Murray
State in Lantz Arena for a 7 p.m. tip
off.
A full story about Lewis name
change will come when more information about it is available.
Sean Hastings can be reached at 5812812 or smhastings@eiu.edu
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Seeking Revenge
Panthers with chance to avenge OVC tournament loss against Murray State
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Ten months, 17 days ago the
Eastern men’s basketball team won
its last game of the regular season
against Murray State at Lantz Arena. But just one week later, the
Racers got the best of the Panthers when it really mattered: in
the Ohio Valley Conference tournament.
The Panthers played as the No. 7
seed in the tournament against No.
6 Murray State in the first round of
the tournament, and that is where
the season ended for Eastern, leaving a bad taste in the mouths of
the group.
With the way the Panthers handled the Racers in the final game of
the regular season, it made it seem
like a second-round birth was in
the cards for Eastern.
But with a really slow start in
the first half for the Panthers scoring just 29 points to the Racers’
45 made a comeback impossible.
Eastern and Murray State matched
with 33 points in the second half
to end the game 78-62 in favor of
Murray State.
Murray State’s hot shooting to
start the game did not help the
Panthers either. The Racers came
out of the gates shooting 75 percent, hitting 15 of their first 20
shots and opening the game on a
12-2 run.
The Racers eventually cooled off
and finished the half shooting 61
percent, in a way, keeping the Panthers in the game.
Murray State kept a double digit
lead all throughout the second half.
Demetrius McReynolds gave the
Panthers 14 points in the game,
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The Panthers’ junior guard has changed his name from Cornell Johnston to Terrell Lewis. “T’s” name change is effective immediately and he will play the season as Lewis.

but with star player Trae Anderson
nearly absent in the game scoring
just 6 points, Eastern had a tough
hill to climb.
Anderson scored 22 points in
the previous game against Murray
State.
But now in 2017, those games
are behind the Panthers and the
Racers. Eastern has a chance to
avenge that loss in the tournament.
The Panthers won their last
game on the road against Eastern
Kentucky and can fare well against
Murray State this time around with
the added scoring threats in junior
Montell Goodwin and Ray Crossland to compliment Terrell Lewis (formerly know as Cornell Johnston).
Goodwin’s big 14-point second

EASTERN VS.
MURR AY STATE

9-7(1-2)
half against Eastern Kentucky was
enough to propel the Panthers past
the Colonels for the win. He finished with 17 points overall, one
game after posting his season high
23 points against Morehead State.
Eastern has been strong on its
home court through its first 16
games with a 5-2 record in Lantz
Arena.
The Panthers did lose their OVC
home opener against Jacksonville
State on New Year’s Eve.

8-9 (2-1)
Murray State is the top team in
the OVC west division right now,
and Eastern is right behind them
in second place.
Eastern split the pair of games
with the Racers in 2015-2016.
Thursday at 7 p.m. is the first of
the two meetings between the
schools.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Women wrap up road trip at Murray State
By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_
Sports
The Murray State Racers are the
last stop of the three game road
trip for the Eastern women’s basketball team who is 0-2 on the
trip after close losses to Morehead
State and Eastern Kentucky.
The Panthers come into the
contest 5-11 overall and 1-3 in
conference play after an overtime
loss to Eastern Kentucky.
The Racers have a record of
10-6 overall and 2-1 in Ohio Valley Conference play. Murray State
is coming off of its first loss in
conference play as they fell to Tennessee Tech 72-54 last Saturday.
Murray State took the season
sweep last year over Eastern with
a 66-56 win at Murray State and a
74-71 overtime victory at Eastern.
Junior Grace Lennox is coming off of a career high 35 points
a g a i n s t E a s t e r n Ke n t u c k y a n d
earned OVC player of the week
honors. Lennox leads the team in
scoring with 15.1 points per game
and is fifth in the OVC for scoring.
Senior Erica Brown recorded
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The Eastern women’s basketball team closes out its road trip at Murray State Wednesday afternoon. The Panthers
are 1-3 to start OVC play.

her second double-double of the
season against Eastern Kentucky
with 18 points and 12 rebounds
g i v i n g h e r n i n e i n h e r c a re e r.
Brown is the team leader in rebounds with 7.6 per game, which
is fourth in the OVC.
Freshman Allison Van Dyke has

become a reliable starter for this
team and is averaging 10.2 points
per game. She is shooting a teamhigh .395 from beyond the arc
this year and has contributed to
rebounding with 4.6 per game.
The Racers are 6-1 at home this
season and are led on offense by

Ke’Shuna James, LeAsia Wright,
Abria Gulledge and Jasmine Borders who all average double-digits each game. James is the OVC
point leader with 19.3 points per
game and is also the leagues steals
leader with 39, averaging 2.4 per
game.

Wright averages 15.1 points per
game and is tied for fifth in the
conference with Lennox. Abria
Gulledge is averaging 11.1 points
per game and Borders averages
10.2. Kyra Gulledge is the teams
strongest rebounder with 8.3 per
game, which is tied for first in
the OVC. Kyra Gulledge is the
most effective offensive rebounder in the OVC with 3.4 offensive
boards per game.
Murray State is second in the
OVC in defensive rebounds with
28.4 a game and second in scoring
offense with 74.4 points per game.
They have also defended well
t h i s s e a s o n a n d a re s e c o n d i n
field goal percentage defense and
3-point field goal percentage defense.
A win for Eastern would put
them in the middle of the pack in
the OVC standings, while a loss
would keep them at the bottom
half of the standings.
The game is set to tip-off at 1
p.m. at Murray State on Wednesday afternoon.
Mark Shanahan can be
reached at 581-2812
or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

